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THE MOST PLEASANT AND DELECTABLE a”rBook
TALE OF THE MARRIAGE OF CUPID O PSYCHES theSecond

OORE Psyches perceived the end of all for-

tune, thinking verely that she should never

retume, and not without cause, when as she

[was compelled to go to the gulfe and furies of

‘hell. Wherefore without any further delay,

she went up to an high tower to throw her

seife downe headlong (thinking that itwas the

next and readiest way to hell) but the tower

(as inspired) spake unto her saying, O poore miser, why goest
thou about to slay thy seife.” Why dost thou rashly yeeld unto

thy last perill ana danger/ Know thou that if thy spirit be
once separated from thy body, thou shalt surely go to hell, but
never to retum again, wherefore harken to me; Lacedemon a
citie in Greece is not farre hence: go thou thither and enquire for
the hill Tenants, whereas thou shalt find a hold leading to hell,
even to the Pallace of Pluto, but take heede thou go not with
emptie hands to that place of darknesse: but Carrie two sops sod-
=cenin the flour of barley and Honney in thy hands, and two halfe-
pence in thy mouth. And when thou hast passed a good part of
that way, thou shalt see a lame Asse carrying of wood, and a lame
fellow driving him, who will desire thee to give him up the
sticks that fall downe, but passe thou on and do nothing; by and
by thou shalt come unto a river of hell, whereas Charon is ferri-
man, who will first have his fare paied him, before he will carry the
soules over the river in his boat, whereby you may see that avarice
raigneth amongst the dead, neither Charon nor Pluto will do any-
thing for nought; for if it be a poore man that would passe over
and lacketh money, he shal be compelled to die in his journey
before they will shew him any reliefe, wherefore deliver to car-
raine Charon one of the halfepence (which thou bearest for thy
passage) and let him receive it out of thy mouth. And itshall come
to passe as thou sittest in the boat that thou shalt see an old man
swimming on the top of the river, holding up his deadly hands,
and desiring thee to receive him into the barke, but have no regard
to his piteous cry: when thou art passed over the floud, thou shalt
iii cspie



h® BOOK THE SECOND

OORE PSYCHES PERCEIVED THE

END OFALLFORTUNE, THINKING

VERELYTHAT SHE SHOULD NEV-

ER RETURNE, AND NOT WITH-

OUT CAUSE, WHEN AS SHE WAS

COMPELLED toGO TO THE GULFE

AND FURIES OF HELL. WHERE-

FORE WITHOUT ANY FURTHER
| DELAY, SHE WENT UPTO AN HIGH TOWER
N\ TO THROW HER SELFE DOWNE HEADLONG
N (THINKING THAT IT WAS THE NEXT AND
READIEST WAY TO HELL) BUT THE TOWER (AS
INSPIRED) SPAKE UNTO HER SAYING, O POORE
MISER,WHY GOESTTHOU ABOUTTO SLAYTHY
SELFSWHY DOST THOU RASHLY YEELD UNTO
THY LAST PERILL AND DANGERr KNOW THOU
THAT IFTHY SPIRIT BEONCE SEPARATED FROM
THY BODY, THOU SHALT SURELY GO TO HELL,
BUT NEVER TO RETURN AGAIN, WHEREFORE
HARKEN TO ME; LACEDEMON A CITIE inGREECE
ISNOT FARREHENCE: GOTHOU THITHER AND
ENQUIRE FOR THE HILL TENARUS, WHEREAS
THOU SHALT FIND A HOLD LEADING TO HELL,
EVEN TO THE PALLACE OF PLUTO, BUT TAKE
HEED THOU GO NOTWITH EMPTIE HANDSTO
THAT PLACE OF DARKNESSE: BUT CARRIE TWO
SOPS SODDEN IN THE FLOUR OF BARLEY AND
HONNEY IN THY HANDS, AND TWO HALFE-
PENCE INTHYMOUTH. ANDWHENTHOUHAST
PASSED A GOOD PART OF THAT WAY, THOU
SHALT SEE A LAME ASSE CARRYING OF WOOD,
AND A LAME FELLOW DRIVING HIM, WHO WILL
DESIRE THEE TO GIVE HIM UP THE STICKS
THAT FALL DOWNE, BUT PASSE THOU ON AND
DO NOTHING; BY AND BY THOU SHALT COME
UNTO A RIVER OF HELL, WHEREAS CHARON IS
v FERRIMAN,



